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Introducing

NEW BIBLE CURRICULUM:
WALKING WITH GOD AND HIS PEOPLE
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WHY A NEW BIBLE CURRICULUM?

• The Story of God and His People was due for revision
• Story (1989, 1999 & 2000) was a response to

Revelation-Response (1971 and following) - more
factual (head) content was requested for Story

• Walking - more conviction/application needed
throughout the curriculum

• Greater awareness of effective student
engagement practices

• Increased interest in travel and study of
Holy Land
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BUILDING FROM WHAT WE KNOW

• Survey of 2200+ teachers
• Individual meetings with key Bible teachers

and leaders in schools, churches, and colleges across
U.S. and Canada

• Teacher focus groups
• Environmental scan of other Bible

curriculum publishers
• Examination of faith development research

and best practices in Bible teaching
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BUILDING TOGETHER - A NEW PROCESS

• Multiple writers identified through application
process - all practitioners with Bible teaching
experience

• 1 to 3 grade level advisors per writer
• Each grade level advisor seeking input from focus

groups of 3-10 teachers at that grade level.
• Theological review by Reformed scholar/pastor

© Christian Schools International 2008



© Christian Schools International 2008



© Christian Schools International 2008

A SINGULAR FOCUS

• Students will know, believe, and live the truth
of Jesus Christ through developing an
understanding of God’s Word and being
challenged to respond in faith.

• Highest rated question on the teacher survey:

“The student will respond with heart and mind
to God and his Word.”
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ILLUSTRATING THE METAPHOR

• Head, heart, and hands icons will indicate what area
or combination of areas will be focused on in the
lesson step.

• Icons make it clearer for the teacher to use - assist
in demonstrating the focus of the lesson

KNOW BELIEVE LIVE KNOW & BELIEVE KNOW & LIVE BELIEVE & LIVE
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ARTICULATING THE FOCUS

• Three sets of benchmarks:
– Head (Comprehension - Know)
– Heart (Conviction - Believe)
– Hands (Application - Live)

• New Bible standards/student outcomes
– 11 standards for P-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12

• 1 - 6: Bible literacy and study
• 7 - 10: Worldview/doctrine: God, truth, creation, people
• 11: Application
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CONTENT ORGANIZATION

• P & K - chronological, by Bible characters and
Bible themes

• 1st - Old Testament concentration with connections
between testaments

• 2nd - New Testament concentration with
connections between testaments

• Epistles! Flexible unit in grades 1-6 at the beginning
of each grade that assists students to respond to,
and apply God’s word.
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CONTENT ORGANIZATION con’t…

• Grades 3 - 6 will study the entire Bible over four
years rather than three years.

• Grades 7 & 8 will move to primarily a thematic
study with a secondary chronological emphasis.
Eg. 7th has primarily OT material and 8th has
primarily NT material with additional thematic
units at each grade.
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COVERS

• The cover design goal is to
connect the past with present
through: fine art illustrations
and modern day photos of
children

• Grade designation on each
cover (missing element on the
Story of God and His People)

• The title connects this major
revision with the previous
version, while taking a more
active approach to our
relationship with God by using
the word “Walking”
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COMPONENTS

• Comprehensive
teacher guide

• Colorful, updated
student workbook
in 2 color (vs. 1)

• Student text (for
grades 5-8, new
book for 5th)

• Test banks
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CURRICULUM AVAILABILITY

• Grades P, K, 1, 2, 3 & 4 available for
pre-purchase:  February 1, 2009
– Ready to ship to your school May 1, 2009

• Grades 5, 6, 7 & 8 available: Spring 2010
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QUESTIONS?

• Contact information:
– Darryl Shelton, VP of Marketing and Sales
– Dan Beerens, Director of Instructional Improvement and

Consultant (dbeerens@csionline.org)
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